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H174 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing praise 
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Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. 
Amen.  
 
Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Collect of the Day: 
 
O God, who in your providence called Joseph Schereschewsky to 
the ministry of this church and gave him the gifts and the 
perseverance to translate the Holy Scriptures: Inspire us, by his 
example and prayers, to commit our talents to your service, 
confident that you uphold those whom you call; through Jesus 
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Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
1st Reading:  2 Corinthians 4:11-18 
 
For while we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ 
sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal 
flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you. 

But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with 
scripture—“I believed, and so I spoke” —we also believe, and so we 
speak, because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will 
raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. 
Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more 
and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 

So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting 
away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight 
momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory 
beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at 
what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what 
cannot be seen is eternal. 

Psalm 90:1-12 Domine, refugium 

1 Lord, you have been our refuge * 
from one generation to another. 

2 Before the mountains were brought forth, 
or the land and the earth were born, * 
from age to age you are God. 

3 You turn us back to the dust and say, * 
"Go back, O child of earth." 
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4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when 
it is past * 
and like a watch in the night. 

5 You sweep us away like a dream; * 
we fade away suddenly like the grass. 

6 In the morning it is green and flourishes; * 
in the evening it is dried up and withered. 

7 For we consume away in your displeasure; * 
we are afraid because of your wrathful indignation. 

8 Our iniquities you have set before you, * 
and our secret sins in the light of your countenance. 

9 When you are angry, all our days are gone; * 
we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 

10 The span of our life is seventy years, 
perhaps in strength even eighty; * 
yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, 
for they pass away quickly and we are gone. 

11 Who regards the power of your wrath? * 
who rightly fears your indignation? 

12 So teach us to number our days * 
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 
 

Gospel:   Luke 15:1-7 
 
All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to 
Jesus. And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, 
"This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them." 

So he told them this parable: "Which one of you, having a hundred 
sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the 
wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? When 
he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when 
he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying 
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to them, `Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.' 
Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 
who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no 
repentance. 

 
Homily and Discussion 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People First Form New Zealand Prayer Book 
 

Periods of silence may be kept. 
Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear when we pray 
in the name of your Son. Therefore in confidence and trust 
we pray for the Church: 

(Particular intercessions/thanksgivings may be offered.) 
Father, enliven the Church for its mission 
that we may be salt of the earth and light to the world. 

Breathe fresh life into your people. 
Give us power to reveal Christ in word and action. 

We pray for the world: 
(Particular intercessions/thanksgivings may be offered.) 
Creator of all, lead us and every people into ways of justice and 
peace. 
That we may respect one another in freedom and truth. 

Awaken in us a sense of wonder for the earth and all that is in it. 
Teach us to care creatively for its resources. 

We pray for the community: 
(Particular intercessions/thanksgivings may be offered.) 
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God of truth, inspire with your wisdom 
those whose decisions affect the lives of others 
that all may act with integrity and courage. 

Give grace to all whose lives are linked with ours. 
May we serve Christ in one another, and love as he loves us. 

We pray for those in need: 
(Particular intercessions/thanksgivings may be offered.) 
God of hope, comfort and restore all who suffer in body, mind or 
spirit. 
May they know the power of your healing love. 

Make us willing agents of your compassion. 
Strengthen us as we share in making people whole. 

We remember those who have died and those who mourn: 
(Particular intercessions/thanksgivings may be offered.) 
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in the faith 
of Christ, and those whose faith is known to you alone. 

Father, into your hands we commend them. 

Give comfort to those who mourn. 

Bring them peace in their time of loss. 

We praise you for (N and) all your saints who have entered your 
eternal glory. 

May their example inspire and encourage us. 

We pray for ourselves and our ministries: 
(Particular intercessions/thanksgivings may be offered and the prayers 
conclude with one of the following.) 

Lord, you have called us to serve you. 
Grant that we may walk in your presence: 
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your love in our hearts, your truth in our minds, 
your strength in our wills; until, at the end of our journey, 
we know the joy of our homecoming and the welcome of your 
embrace, through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 
The celebrant adds the concluding Collect:  
 
Those things, good Lord, that your servants have prayed for, 
give us grace to work for; and in the purpose of your love 
answer our prayers and fulfil our hopes for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life.  Amen. 
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The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving  New Zealand Prayer Book 
 
The Lord is here.  
God’s Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to our God.  
It is right to offer  thanks and praise.  
 
It is right indeed, it is our joy and our salvation, holy Lord, almighty 
Father, everlasting God, at all times and in all places to give you 
thanks and praise through Christ your only Son. 
 
You are the source of all life and goodness; through your eternal 
Word you have created all things from the beginning and formed us 
in your own image; male and female you created us. 
 
When we sinned and turned away you called us back to yourself 
and gave your Son to share our human nature. By his death on the 
cross, he made the one perfect sacrifice for the sin of the world 
and freed us from the bondage of sin. You raised him to life 
triumphant over death; you exalted him in glory. In him you have 
made us a holy people by sending upon us your holy and lifegiving 
Spirit. 
 
Therefore with the faithful who rest in him, with angels and 
archangels and all the company of heaven, we proclaim your great 
and glorious name, for ever praising you and saying: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
All glory and thanksgiving to you, holy Father; on the night before 
he died your Son, Jesus Christ, took bread; when he had given you 
thanks, he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you; 
do this to remember me. 
 
After supper he took the cup; when he had given you thanks, 
he gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you, for this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this as often as you drink it, to remember me. 
 
Glory to you, Lord Christ; your death we show forth; 
your resurrection we proclaim; your coming we await; 
Amen! Come Lord Jesus. 
 
Therefore loving God, recalling your great goodness to us in Christ, 
his suffering and death, his resurrection and ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate our redemption 
with this bread of life and this cup of salvation. Accept our sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving which we offer through Christ our great 
high priest. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine which we 
receive may be to us the body and blood of Christ, and that we, 
filled with the Spirit’s grace and power, may be renewed for the 
service of your kingdom. 
 
United in Christ with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, O God, in songs of everlasting praise. 



 

12 
 

Blessing, honour and glory be yours, 
here and everywhere, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
As Christ teaches us we pray: 
Our Father in heaven,hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.   Amen. 
 
Breaking of Bread 
  
We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.  
We who are many are one body, for we all share the one bread. 
 
Draw near and receive the body and blood of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ in remembrance that he died for us. Let us feed on him in 
our hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
       
Post Communion Prayer 
 
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off you met us in your Son and brought 
us home. Dying and living, he declared your love, gave us grace and 
opened the gate of glory. May we who share Christ’s body live his 
risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the 
Spirit lights give light to the world. 
 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so we and all 
your children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your 
name.  
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Holy eternal Majesty, Holy incarnate Word, Holy abiding Spirit, 
Bless you for evermore.  Amen. 
 
God be with you (Verses 1 & 4) 
 

 
Go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace. 
Amen. We go in the name of Christ. 
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   

Samuel Isaac Joseph Schereschewsky 
Bishop and missionary, 1906 

 
Joseph Schereschewsky was born on May 6, 1831, of Jewish parents, 
in the Lithuanian town of Tauroggen. His early education was 
directed toward the rabbinate but, during graduate studies in 
Germany, he became interested in Christianity, both through 
contact with missionaries and through his own reading of a Hebrew 
translation of the New Testament. In 1854, Schereschewsky 
immigrated to America and entered the Western Theological 
Seminary in Pittsburgh to train for the ministry of the Presbyterian 
Church. After two years, he decided to become an Episcopalian and 
to finish his theological studies at the General Theological Seminary 
in New York City, from which he graduated in 1859.  

After ordination, and in response to Bishop Boone’s call for helpers 
in China, Schereschewsky left for Shanghai. Being a talented 
linguist, he learned to write Chinese during the voyage. From 1862 
to 1875, he lived in Peking and translated the Bible and parts of the 
Prayer Book into Mandarin. Schereschewsky was elected Bishop of 
Shanghai in 1877 and was consecrated in Grace Church, New York 
City. He established St. John’s University in Shanghai, and began 
his translation of the Bible and other works into classical Chinese. 

After some years, however, he became seriously ill. Stricken with 
paralysis, he resigned his see in 1883. Schereschewsky was 
determined to continue his translation work, however, and after 
many difficulties in finding support, he was able to return to 
Shanghai in 1895. Two years later, he moved to Tokyo, where he 
died on October 15, 1906. With heroic perseverance, 
Schereschewsky completed his translation of the Bible, typing some 
2,000 pages with the middle finger of his partially crippled hand. 
Four years before his death, he said, “I have sat in this chair for over 
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twenty years. It seemed very hard at first. But God knew best. He 
kept me for the work for which I am best fitted.” He is buried in the 
Aoyama Cemetery in Tokyo, next to his wife, Susan Mary Waring, 
who supported him constantly during his labors and illness. 
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