
 

Noonday Prayer 

  
 
November 19, 2025 

The Feast of Elizabeth of Hungary 

Opening​ ​ p103 

Psalm 112​ Beatus vir 

1 Hallelujah!​
Happy are they who fear the Lord *​
and have great delight in his commandments! 

2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; *​
the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, *​
and their righteousness will last for ever. 

4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; *​
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 

5 It is good for them to be generous in lending *​
and to manage their affairs with justice. 

6 For they will never be shaken; *​
the righteous will be kept in everlasting 
remembrance. 
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7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; *​

their heart is right;​
they put their trust in the Lord. 

8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, *​
until they see their desire upon their enemies. 

9 They have given freely to the poor, *​
and their righteousness stands fast for ever;​
they will hold up their head with honor. 

10 The wicked will see it and be angry;​
they will gnash their teeth and pine away; *​
the desires of the wicked will perish. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.   

The Lessons 
First Reading: 2 Corinthians 8:7-15​
​
Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for you—so we 
want you to excel also in this generous undertaking.  

I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the 
genuineness of your love against the earnestness of others. For 
you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that 
by his poverty you might become rich. And in this matter I am 
giving my advice: it is appropriate for you who began last year 
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not only to do something but even to desire to do something— 
now finish doing it, so that your eagerness may be matched by 
completing it according to your means. For if the eagerness is 
there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has—not 
according to what one does not have. I do not mean that there 
should be relief for others and pressure on you, but it is a 
question of a fair balance between your present abundance and 
their need, so that their abundance may be for your need, in 
order that there may be a fair balance. As it is written, “The one 
who had much did not have too much, and the one who had 
little did not have too little.”​
​
Second Reading:  Luke 12:32-34​
​
Jesus said to his disciples, "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is 
your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your 
possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do 
not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief 
comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also." 

Homily and Discussion 

Prayers​ ​ ​ p106 
 
Collect of the Day: 
Almighty God, by your grace your servant Elizabeth of 
Hungary recognized and honored Jesus in the poor of this 
world: Grant that we, following her example, may with love and 
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gladness serve those in any need or trouble, in the name and for 
the sake of Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.​
 
At this time I invite your prayers and thanksgivings, silently or 
out loud. 

Silence 

Let us bless the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  
Amen.    

✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ 
✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ ✠ 

Elizabeth of Hungary 
Princess, 1231 

 
Elizabeth’s charity is remembered in numerous hospitals that 
bear her name throughout the world. She was born in 1207 at 
Pressburg (now Bratislava), daughter of King Andrew II of 

Hungary, and was married in 1221 to 
Louis IV, Landgrave of Thuringia, to 
whom she bore three children.  
 
At an early age she showed concern 
for the poor and the sick, and was 
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thus attracted to the Franciscans who came to the Wartburg in 
1223. From them she received spiritual direction. Her husband 
was sympathetic to her almsgiving and allowed her to use her 
dowry for this purpose. During a famine and epidemic in 1226, 
when her husband was in Italy, she sold her jewels and 
established a hospital, where she cared for the sick and the 
poor. To supply their needs, she opened the royal granaries. 
After her husband’s death in 1227, however, the opposition of 
the court to such “extravagances” compelled her to leave the 
Wartburg with her children.  
 
For some time, Elizabeth lived in great distress. She then took 
the habit of the Franciscans—the first of the Franciscan 
Tertiaries, or Third Order, in Germany. Finally, arrangements 
with her family gave her a subsistence, and she spent her 
remaining years in Marburg, living in self-denial and caring for 
the sick and needy. She died from exhaustion, November 17, 
1231, and was canonized by Pope Gregory IX four years later. 
With Louis of France she shares the title of patron of the Third 
Order of St. Francis. 
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