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The Word of God 
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Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.​
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.​  

 
Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Lord be with you​
And also with you.​
Let us pray. 

Collect of the Day:​
​
Almighty and everlasting God, we thank you for your servant 
Alexander Crummell, whom you called to preach the gospel to 
those who were far off and to those who were near: Raise up, in 
this and every land, evangelists and heralds of your kingdom, 
that your church may proclaim the unsearchable riches of our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.​
​
1st Reading:  ​ Ecclesiasticus 39:6-11​
​
If the great Lord is willing,​
he will be filled with the spirit of understanding; 
he will pour forth words of wisdom of his own​
and give thanks to the Lord in prayer. 
The Lord will direct his counsel and knowledge,​
as he meditates on his mysteries. 
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He will show the wisdom of what he has learned,​
and will glory in the law of the Lord’s covenant. 
Many will praise his understanding;​
it will never be blotted out. 
His memory will not disappear,​
and his name will live through all generations. 
Nations will speak of his wisdom,​
and the congregation will proclaim his praise. 
If he lives long, he will leave a name greater than a thousand,​
and if he goes to rest, it is enough for him. 

 

Psalm 19:7–11​ ​ Caeli enarrant 

7 The law of the LORD is perfect​
and revives the soul; *​
the testimony of the LORD is sure​
and gives wisdom to the innocent. 

8 The statutes of the LORD are just​
and rejoice the heart; *​
the commandment of the LORD is clear​
and gives light to the eyes. 

9 The fear of the LORD is clean​
and endures for ever; *​
the judgments of the LORD are true​
and righteous altogether. 

10 More to be desired are they than gold,​
more than much fine gold, *​

5 
 



 
sweeter far than honey,​
than honey in the comb. 

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, *​
and in keeping them there is great reward. 

 
Gospel:   Mark 4:21-25​
​
Jesus said to the disciples, “Is a lamp brought in to be put under 
the bushel basket, or under the bed, and not on the lampstand? 
For there is nothing hidden, except to be disclosed; nor is 
anything secret, except to come to light. Let anyone with ears to 
hear listen!” And he said to them, “Pay attention to what you 
hear; the measure you give will be the measure you get, and still 
more will be given you. For to those who have, more will be 
given; and from those who have nothing, even what they have 
will be taken away.” 

 

Homily and Discussion 
 
The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God,​
    the Father, the Almighty,​
    maker of heaven and earth,​
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,​
    the only Son of God,​
    eternally begotten of the Father,​
    God from God, Light from Light,​
    true God from true God,​
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    begotten, not made,​
    of one Being with the Father.​
    Through him all things were made.​
    ✠For us and for our salvation​
        he came down from heaven:​
    by the power of the Holy Spirit​
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,​
        and was made man. ✠​
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;​
        he suffered death and was buried.​
        On the third day he rose again​
            in accordance with the Scriptures;​
        he ascended into heaven​
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,​
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,​
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.​
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.​
    He has spoken through the Prophets.​
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.​
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.​
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,​
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Form II 
In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their​

own prayers, either silently or aloud. 

 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world;​
for our Bishop Anne Hodges-Copple; for this gathering; and 
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for all ministers and people.​
Pray for the Church. 
Silence​

 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations;​
and for the well-being of all people.​
Pray for justice and peace. 
Silence​

 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the​
oppressed, and those in prison.​
Pray for those in any need or trouble. 
Silence 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper​
knowledge of him.​
Pray that they may find and be found by him. 
Silence​

 

I ask your prayers for the departed.​
Pray for those who have died. 
Silence​

 

  Members of the congregation may ask the prayers or the​

  thanksgivings of those present 

  I ask your prayers for                             .​
  I ask your thanksgiving for                             . 
  Silence 

 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has 
been honored especially Alexander Crummell whom we 
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remember today.​
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 
Silence​

 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.​

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to​
you; my own peace I leave with you:" Regard not our sins,​
but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and​
unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and the​
Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Most merciful God,​
we confess that we have sinned against you​
in thought, word, and deed,​
by what we have done,​
and by what we have left undone.​
We have not loved you with our whole heart;​
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.​
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.​
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,​
have mercy on us and forgive us;​
that we may delight in your will,​
and walk in your ways,​
to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 
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Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins​
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all​
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in​
eternal life.  Amen. 

The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer C 
In this prayer, the lines in italics are spoken by the People. 

The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says 

The Lord be with you. 
​
And also with you.​
 
Lift up your hearts.​
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.​
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of​
glory and praise.​
Glory to you for ever and ever.​

 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of​
interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses,​
and this fragile earth, our island home.​
By your will they were created and have their being.​
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From the primal elements you brought forth the human race,​
and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us​
the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed​
your trust; and we turned against one another.​
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.​

 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets​
and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the​
fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to​
fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.​
By his blood, he reconciled us.​

By his wounds, we are healed.​

 
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly​
chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all​
those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to​
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:​
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,​
heaven and earth are full of your glory.​
    Hosanna in the highest.​
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.​
    Hosanna in the highest. 
​
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and​
made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before​
you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the​
Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.​
​
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the​
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blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and​
said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do​
this for the remembrance of me."​
 
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and​
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new​
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the​
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the​
remembrance of me."​
 
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you 
this​
sacrifice of thanksgiving,​
​
We celebrate his death and resurrection,​

as we await the day of his coming.​

 
Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and​
Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our​
eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver​
us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace​
only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for​
renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one​
body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the​
world in his name.​
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.​

 
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus​
Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the​
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Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship,​
from generation to generation. AMEN.​

 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father in heaven,​
    hallowed be your Name,​
    your kingdom come,​
    your will be done,​
        on earth as in heaven.​
Give us today our daily bread.​
Forgive us our sins​
    as we forgive those​
        who sin against us.​
Save us from the time of trial,​
    and deliver us from evil.​
For the kingdom, the power,​
    and the glory are yours,​
    now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread​
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.​

A period of silence is kept.​

 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;​
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
The Gifts of God for the People of God.​  
​ ​ ​ ​  
Post Communion Prayer 
 
Let us pray.​  
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Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us 
as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,​
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood.​
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 
heart;​
through Christ our Lord. Amen.​ ​  
 
Holy eternal Majesty, Holy incarnate Word, Holy abiding 
Spirit, Bless you for evermore. Amen. 
 
Verses 1, 4 
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​  
 
 
Let us bless the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
  
✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠
✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠ 

Alexander Crummell 
Priest, 1898​

 
Born March 3, 1819, in New York City, Alexander Crummell 
struggled against racism all his life. As a young man of color, he 
was driven out of an academy in New Hampshire, dismissed as 
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a candidate for Holy Orders in New York, and rejected for 
admittance to General Seminary. Ordained in 1844 as a priest in 
the Diocese of Massachusetts, he left for England after being 
excluded from participating in diocesan convention.  
 
After receiving a degree from Cambridge University, he went 
as a missionary to Liberia, where a model Christian republic 

seemed possible. The vision 
embraced by Crummell included 
European education and 
technology, traditional African 
communal culture, and a national 
Episcopal Church headed by a 
Black bishop. He traveled 
extensively in the United States, 
urging Black people to emigrate to 
Liberia and to support the work of 
the Episcopal Church there.  

 
Upon returning to Liberia, he worked to establish a national 
Episcopal Church. Political opposition and a loss of funding 
finally forced him to return to the United States, where he 
concentrated his efforts on establishing a strong urban 
presence of independent Black congregations that would be 
centers of worship, education, and social service. When 
Southern bishops proposed that a separate missionary district 
be created for Black congregations, Crummell created a 
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national convocation to defeat the proposal. The Union of 
Black Episcopalians is an outgrowth of that organization.  
 
Crummell’s ministry spanned more than half a century and 
three continents. Everywhere, at all times, he labored to 
prepare Black people and to build institutions that would serve 
them and provide scope for the exercises of their gifts in 
leadership and creativity. His faith in God, his perseverance in 
spite of repeated discouragement, his perception that the 
church transcended the racism and limited vision of its leaders, 
and his unfailing belief in the goodness and greatness of Black 
people are the legacy of this African American pioneer.  
 
He died in Red Bank, New Jersey, in 1898. 
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