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 A Note from Tom  

 

Last month was Women’s History Month.  I would never have known of Women’s History 
month were it not for the St. Paul’s Diversity Committee… 

As luck would have it, I happened to read an article recently by a bishop of the Anglican 
Church of North America, sometimes referred to as the ACNA.  The ACNA was founded in 
2009 by former members of the Episcopal Church and the Anglican Church of Canada who 
were dissatisfied with the social teachings in their former churches, particularly the wel-
coming of LGBTQ members.  It should be noted that the ACNA is not a member province 
of the world-wide Anglican Communion.   

The name of the bishop who wrote the article is Chris Warner.  The title of the article is 
Blessed is the Fruit of your Womb.  The topic: abortion. 

Now to be fair, much of the article was reasonable.  Bishop Warner described his wife’s 
pregnancy with his first child.  He discussed how he prayed for the unborn baby and felt 
the baby kick.  He mentioned the story (from the Gospel of Luke) of the cousins Mary and 
Elizabeth, recalling that the unborn baby (John the Baptist) “leaped” in Elizabeth’s womb at 
the sound of Mary’s voice. 

But then Bishop Warner wrote this: “Now we live in a culture that says the unborn are not 
alive.”   

Not alive?   

In my mind, Bishop Warner’s anti-abortion essay broke down at this point.  I do not be-
lieve—nor have I ever—that an unborn fetus is not alive.  Furthermore, I can also say that it 
would be my wish that every expectant mother chooses to carry her unborn baby to full 
term.  But therein lies the problem.  Anti-abortion rhetoric focuses only on the unborn baby.  
It consistently stops at the baby while quietly discriminating against the mother.   

Because laws that prohibit abortion simultaneously subordinate women.  Taking away a 
woman’s right to make decisions regarding her own healthcare excludes women from social 
equality.  Simply put, banning abortions puts women down. 

I believe, as Bishop Warner writes, that “life is precious”.  But this includes the mother’s life.  
“Abortion” is an ugly word, but it is no less ugly than “discrimination”.  Laws that prohibit 
abortion promote discrimination. 

Thank God for Women’s History Month. 

With every blessing… 

 

Tom+ 



HOLLY’S NOTES 

April 7 the Chancel Choir will sing “Like the murmur of the dove’s song.” As a child when I 
stayed the night with my grandparents I would hear the comforting murmur of the dove at 
their house.  It was always comforting and peaceful and that is what this hymn reminds me 
of.  Peace and contentment that all things will work out.  Even though lives often seem to be 
in turmoil, God is ever present and sends the Holy Spirit to comfort and give peace.   

This was written by Carl Daw, Jr for our hymnal. I found the following information on hym-
nolgy.hymnsam.co.uk 

  Like the murmur of the dove’s song. Carl P. Daw, Jr.* (1944- ). Written for H82 at the re-
quest of the texts committee. It was written to fit the tune BRIDEGROOM by Peter Cutts*. 
Daw has noted that the opening line comes from an observation in Religion in Our Time by 
Louis Evely (New York, 1968): ‘the image of the dove was chosen not because of the shape of 
the bird, but because of the moan. The dove murmurs all the time.’ The hymn then uses the 
traditional Pentecostal imagery of wind and flame. The second stanza prays for the Holy 
Spirit to come to ‘the members of Christ’s body’, the Church, and the third is concerned with 
the benefits of the Holy Spirit, the healing of division, love.   

The words are as follows:   

Like the murmur of the dove’s song, like the challenge of her flight, like the vigor of the 
wind’s rush, like the new flame’s eager might: come, Holy Spirit, come.   

To the members of Christ’s Body, to the branches of the Vine, to the Church in faith assem-
bled, to her midst as gift and sign: come, Holy Spirit, come.   

With the healing of division, with the ceaseless voice of prayer, with the power to love and 
witness, with the peace beyond compare: come, Holy Spirit, come.   

It is a beautiful song and I hope it will speak to you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6-msYTBexE&list=RDs6-msYTBexE&start_radio=1  
 

Peace be with you. 

Holly Richardson, Director of Music  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6-msYTBexE&list=RDs6-msYTBexE&start_radio=1




WE HAVE OFFICIALLY BEEN INVITED! 
Crossover Outreach has asked us to join 
them as they celebrate the completion of 
their beautiful new building. They are host-
ing an Open House on April 8, from 11 a.m. 
until 2 p.m. We will be able to tour the new 
space, meet with staff and board members, 
and enjoy refreshments in the community 
room. They are excited to share their vision 
for the future of Crossover and what the new 
building will allow them to do for the com-
munity.  

Crossover Outreach is located at 414 W. 
Court Street, Flint. 

We pray for peace each week in our Eucha-
ristic services. We recite from the Episcopal 
Book of Common Prayer, Prayers of the 
People, Form IV, as follows: 
“Guide the people of this land, and of all 
the   nations, in the ways of justice and 
peace; that we may honor one another and 
serve the common good.” (From the Book 
of Common Prayer,   Prayers of the People, 
Form IV) 
 
Please join us in a vigil for peace in the 
Middle East on Sunday, April 7, 2024 at 
6:00 pm. We will remember those who 
were injured or murdered on October 7, 
and will pray for those in Gaza and Israel 
who are suffering now in the conflict in the 
region. 
 

All are welcome. Our doors will be open to 
all those who wish to pray together for our 

brothers and sisters in the Middle East. 







 

 

BLOOD DRIVE 

Friday, April 12th, is the 

Blood Drive at St. Paul's 

Episcopal Church.  

As they say at the Red 
Cross, "Give blood and 

give the gift of life".  

 

Come out and enjoy a movie 
with us!  

Wednesday, April 17, 2024 
Meet at 5:30 pm, Movie at 
6:00 pm. 



 

Upcoming Scripture Lessons 

 for Worship  

 

The Revised Common Lectionary: Year B 

 

April 7 
The Second Sunday of Easter 

Acts 4:32-35  
Psalm 133 

1 John 1:1-2:2 
  John 20:19-31 

 

April 14 
The Third Sunday of Easter 

Acts 3:12-19 
Psalm 4 

1 John 3:1-7 
Luke 24:36b-48 

  

April 21 
The Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 4:5-12 
Psalm 23 

1 John 3:16-24 
John 10:11-18 

 

April 28 
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 8:26-40 
Psalm 22:24-30 
1 John 4:7-21 
John 15:1-8 

 

Want to know more about the history and 
practices of the Episcopal Church?   

Participate in Episcopal 101 - The College 
for Congregational Development at St. 
Paul's Episcopal Church! 

The College for Congregational Develop-
ment is a comprehensive training          
program within the Episcopal Church 
that seeks to nurture and develop               
practitioners from within existing parish 
lay and clergy.  Sessions called 'Episcopal  
Kaleidoscope:  History and Practices' 
started at St. Paul's on March 6th, and will 
continue on the first Wednesday of every 
month.  The next session is on Wednes-
day, April 3rd.  Plan to participate in this 
Episcopal 101 training.  Materials will be 
provided - just bring a pen and your     
desire to learn about all things                         
Episcopal.  (Check out the picture of      
Father Tom in March, telling the history 
of the Episcopal Church in America.) 



Dates   Lector 1 Lector 2 Intercessor                          
(Prayers of People) 

April 7, 2024 B Edythe Peake Ed Walthers Tim Grant 

April 14, 2024  Ed Walthers Mike Farver Elizabeth Jordan 

April 21, 2024  Mike Farver Barb Mannor David Taylor 

April 28,2024 G Barb Mannor TaMara Oertel Edythe Peake 

April 7, 2024 B Maddie Cherry Bill Johnson Ed Walthers Tim Grant 

April 14, 2024  Erynn Ford Jelecia Geraghty Mike Farver Ed Walthers 

April 21, 2024  Tim Grant Ed Walthers Mike Farver   

April 28,2024 G Jelecia Geraghty Maddie Cherry Ed Walthers 
Tamara  
Oertel 

Dates   Eucharistic  Minister Crucifer Verger 8:00 AM 

GET YOUR GLOVES ON, AND 
GLADDEN YOUR SPIRITS! 

Help spruce up the garden this year.  The 
first garden clean up will be on May 4, 
2024 from 9 to noon.  The work will be 
much easier this year, given all of the   
accomplishments of the last two years! 

Check out the work that our neighbors 
are doing along Saginaw Street as part of 
the city wide cleanup day on the 4th. If 
you cannot come to clean up, come for 
lunch at noon. 



Your Vestry:  
(all at stpaulschurchflint.com) 

TaMara Oertel, Senior Warden 

 (Education) (Finance)          

(seniorwarden@)                                                      

Jan Bugbee, Treasurer  (Finance) 

(treasurer@) 

Tina Morrison, Clerk of the Vestry 

(clerk@)  (Worship) 

Heather Gagnon (Pastoral Care) 

(heather@) 

Joel Arnold (juniorwarden@)              

(Intersection 150 & PSP) 

(joel@) 

Celeste Lord Timlin (Outreach) 

(celeste@) 

Zan Milner (Stewardship) 

(zan@)                                                                           

Karen Schaefer (Outreach) 

(karen@) 

Staff: 

The Rev. Thomas Manney  

Priest-in-Charge 

rector@stpaulschurchflint.com 

Karein Russell 

Administrative Assistant                                      

Editor; The Epistle 

stpoffice@stpaulschurchflint.com 

George Gibson, 

Director of Finance (directoroffinance@) 

Holly Richardson,  

Director of Music (directorofmusic@) 

Rafael McDaniel, Gospel Choir Director 

(gospel@) 

Ed Arter, Organist  (organist@) 

Terence Whitehead,  Sexton 

Edythe Peake, Web Editor 

(webeditor@stpaulschurchflint.com) 

 

For our Homebound Parishoners:                 
Joy Fusi, Judy Stoerman, Doris Carroll,    
Marion Leman, Richard Wooten, Greg       
Vanucci, Russ Matar 

Remember St. Paul’s in your will: 

Please consider helping the mission and ministry of St. Paul’s by    
remembering the church in your will.  You can do so by using the  
following wording: 

“I hereby give, devise, and bequeath to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
a non-profit church, with the current address of 711 S. Saginaw, 
Flint, MI 48502, and its successor, the greater of $________, or 
________percentage of my gross estate, to be used in such man-
ner as determined by its vestry.” 

Worship at St. Paul’s 

Sunday: 8:00 am & 10:00 am 



St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

711 South Saginaw St. 

Flint, MI 48502 


